Ultrastructure of the gastric mucosa harboring Campylobacter-like organisms.
The association between Campylobacter-like organisms (CLOs) and lesions of the gastric mucosa was studied in 59 consecutive biopsies. Hematoxylin and eosin and Warthin-Starry silver stains, as well as high-resolution light microscopy (HRLM) and transmission electron microscopy (TEM), were used. The organisms were found in intimate contact with foveolar cells showing abundant phagolysosomes and alterations of the intercellular complexes. CLOs also were seen in close proximity of parietal cells in resting phase, some of which showed degenerative changes. The findings are discussed in light of recent reports linking CLOs to the cause of gastritis.